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Intro
“I am satisfied that such a workshop is being conducted by an architect
of Mr. Henrik Valeur’s stature, which exposes the college students to an
unbiased interpretation of the contemporary development underway in
the area of study. It further allows the students to analyse and design a
very appropriate and site responsive answer to the current manifestations
brought in by globalization.”
Pradeep K. Bhagat, Principal of CCA

Rajiv Ghandi Technology Park

“We have to pay attention to the urban developments taking place on the
fringes of existing cities. Outside the planned city of Chandigarh a new kind
of city is rapidly developing. The Rajiv Gandhi Technology Park is located
next to existing villages and informal settlements. This juxtaposition of two
separate “worlds”, a local and a global, can be observed all over the world
today. And it is, in many ways, here, in the interface between the local
and the global, our common future is being decided. If we don’t know and
understand each other how can we be expected to take care of and feel
responsible for each other? Thus the task of the students in this workshop
was to propose interventions that may enable or provoke interaction
between the two “worlds”.
Henrik Valeur, Creative Director of UiD

Informal settlement



Brief

Task

Focus area
The focus area is located between Chandigarh and Panchkula. It
consists of two separate “worlds”: “the global world” to the north of the
railroad consisting of the Rajiv Gandhi Technology Park and an upscale,
international shopping mall and “the local world” to the south of the railroad
consisting of existing, historical villages and informal settlements.

Understanding
Observe and analyse problems and possibilities related to the economic,
environmental and social development of the area, through empirical
studies and interviews with different people on site.
Intervention
Propose one intervention that can make the local and the global meet.
The intervention can be big or small, physical or non-physical, but it must
provide economic, environmental and social benefits to the area.
Presentation
Present the understanding and the intervention in a way that is
understandable for layman. The presentation should consist of 2 A2 panels,
5 power point slides and one A4 essay.
Challenges
1. Can we make the ‘global’ and the ‘local’ interact in a mutually beneficial
way?
2. Can we think of the site as an ecology in which everything and everyone
depend on each other?
3. Can we make architecture more democratic?
4. Can we improve the living and economic conditions for disadvantaged
people?
5. Can we improve the image for the technology park?
6. Can we improve accessibility and connectivity?

Yin Yang: this Chinese symbol describes
how polar or seemingly contrary forces are
interconnected and interdependent in the
natural world, and how they give rise to
each other in turn.

Infinity: In ancient India and Tibet, this
symbol represented perfection, dualism,
and unity between male and female. It
is also associated with balance or the
equilibrium of forces.



Time schedule

Site

04.10 Understanding
10.00 – 10.45 Introduction to the workshop by Henrik Valeur (ALL)
11.00 – 14.30 Site survey and interviews with people representing user
groups with different needs and wishes; for instance a single mother, a
retired couple, a successful businessman, a migrant worker, a young
student, an IT professional … (GROUPS)
15.00 – 17.00 Discussion of problems and possibilities (ALL)

The site is a mixed urban and rural area located outside the planned city of
Chandigarh. It is divided by an elevated railway track. On one side of the
railway is a technology park, a shopping mall and provisional housing for
migrant workers, and on the other side is a village, informal settlements and
some agricultural land.

05.10 Brainstorming
09.00 – 15.00 Brainstorming of intervention (GROUP)
15.00 – 17.00 Presentation of proposals (ALL)
06.10 Focus
09.00 - 17.00 Development of intervention (GROUP)
07.10 Presentation
14.00 – 19.00 Presentation and review of projects (ALL)
08.10 Evaluation
11.00 – 12.00 Evaluation of projects (Henrik Vakeur and faculty)
13.00 - 14.00 Prizes (ALL)

The village, the Indira Colony, was constructed some 20 years ago for
people who were working in Chandigarh but couldn’t find housing there.
It consists of traditional courtyard housing with each courtyard serving 12
dwellings.
Even before the village was constructed slum dwellers had settled in this
area and continue to live there till this day.
Construction of the Rajiv Gandhi Technology Park began in 2004. Before
that the area was a forest land which included a dumping ground, a
vegetable market, a play ground for kids and other facilities for the villagers.
The migrant workers are temporarily accommodated within the technology
park, close to the construction sites on which they work.

Courtyard housing in the village



Site



People
Architecture is about a lot of things, but it is primarily about people. Some of
the people in the area are:

The white collar workers from IT companies in the technology park.

The hardworking migrants who are building the technology park.

The strong, but often unemployed women in the village.

The kids who are smiling … even if they are living in slum.



Results
Understanding
An important finding of this workshop was the biased perceptions and
misconceptions between the different groups of people living and working in
the area. The “global people” would see the “local people” as uneducated,
bad mannered and without any useful skills while the “local people” would
see the “global people” as arrogant and uncaring.
The problems of informal settlements are common in Indian cities, but the
juxtaposition of a brand new technology park makes these problems stand
out even more. The settlements inhabited by slum dwellers and migrant
workers constitute a buffer zone between the locals and the globals, along
the elevated railroad track, which also acts as a physical barrier.
IT companies, such as Infosys, provide their employees with all the
necessary facilities inside a fenced and guarded compound. During work
hours employees only come outside the complex to smoke, have a cup
of tea or grab something to eat in the primitive food stalls set up by local
villagers. These are among the only existing points of social interaction
between the two “worlds”, though some of the young white collar workers
have also found accommodation in the village.

Interventions
Proposals for interventions include small service stations providing both
practical facilities and educational information, for instance education on
hygiene combined with a shower and toilet facilities for the slum dwellers.
White collar workers in the IT industry, who want a breakaway from the
monotonous routine inside their compound, might help running such a
“station” in their breaks.
Other proposals include vocational training, for instance in traditional
handicraft, which could be taught by women from the village to white
collar workers in the technology park, or training in new information and
communication technologies, which could be taught by the white collar
workers to the women from the village.
Interaction could also be enabled through health and body care, including
yoga and meditation, but also through sports events.
Local food cycles could be established in which slum dwellers are employed
to collect organic waste and grow food, while the villagers prepare and sell
the food to white collar and migrant workers.

In the village unemployment is epidemic, especially amongst women. The
spillover effects from the new technology park have been minimal, though
some new service jobs have been created.

Street-art could be used to create interaction and a feeling of continuity
between the two “worlds”, while landscaping and physical structures, such
as flyovers and underpasses, could ensure actual physical connection.

The planning of the village, especially the courtyard housing, seem quite
sensible, but the traffic congestion, litter and the illegal use of buildings for
commercial use and unauthorized vertical extensions suggest otherwise. It
is clear that people don’t use architecture the way they were supposed to.
Is that because people don’ understand the architects or is it because the
architects don’t understand the people?

Maybe the different people could even be living together in flexible new and
mixed-used housing.
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Process

Going to the site

Making an argument

Conducting interviews

Thinking
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Thinking

Reviewing

The coordinator

Presenting an idea
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Reviewing

Diploma
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The editors
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Indian Express 09.10.2010

Danik Bhaskak 10.10.2010

Press

Tribune Lifestyle 11.10.2010
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