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Intro

“l am satisfied that such a workshop is being conducted by an architect
of Mr. Henrik Valeur’s stature, which exposes the college students to an
unbiased interpretation of the contemporary development underway in
the area of study. It further allows the students to analyse and design a
very appropriate and site responsive answer to the current manifestations
brought in by globalization.”

Pradeep K. Bhagat, Principal of CCA

“We have to pay attention to the urban developments taking place on the
fringes of existing cities. Outside the planned city of Chandigarh a new kind
of city is rapidly developing. The Rajiv Gandhi Technology Park is located
next to existing villages and informal settlements. This juxtaposition of two
separate “worlds”, a local and a global, can be observed all over the world
today. And it is, in many ways, here, in the interface between the local
and the global, our common future is being decided. If we don’t know and
understand each other how can we be expected to take care of and feel
responsible for each other? Thus the task of the students in this workshop
was to propose interventions that may enable or provoke interaction
between the two “worlds”.

Henrik Valeur, Creative Director of UiD

Photo by Melissa K Smith |



Brief

Focus area

The focus area is located between Chandigarh and Panchkula. It

consists of two separate “worlds”: “the global world” to the north of the
railroad consisting of the Rajiv Gandhi Technology Park and an upscale,
international shopping mall and “the local world” to the south of the railroad
consisting of existing, historical villages and informal settlements.

Yin Yang: this Chinese symbol describes
how polar or seemingly contrary forces are symbol represented perfection, dualism,

Infinity: In ancient India and Tibet, this

interconnected and interdependent in the
natural world, and how they give rise to
each other in turn.

and unity between male and female. It
is also associated with balance or the
equilibrium of forces.

Task

Understanding

Observe and analyse problems and possibilities related to the economic,
environmental and social development of the area, through empirical
studies and interviews with different people on site.

Intervention

Propose one intervention that can make the local and the global meet.
The intervention can be big or small, physical or non-physical, but it must
provide economic, environmental and social benefits to the area.

Presentation

Present the understanding and the intervention in a way that is
understandable for layman. The presentation should consist of 2 A2 panels,
5 power point slides and one A4 essay.

Challenges

1. Can we make the ‘global’ and the ‘local’ interact in a mutually beneficial
way?

2. Can we think of the site as an ecology in which everything and everyone
depend on each other?

3. Can we make architecture more democratic?

4. Can we improve the living and economic conditions for disadvantaged
people?

5. Can we improve the image for the technology park?

6. Can we improve accessibility and connectivity?



Time schedule

04.10 Understanding

10.00 — 10.45 Introduction to the workshop by Henrik Valeur (ALL)
11.00 — 14.30 Site survey and interviews with people representing user
groups with different needs and wishes; for instance a single mother, a
retired couple, a successful businessman, a migrant worker, a young

student, an IT professional ... (GROUPS)
15.00 — 17.00 Discussion of problems and possibilities (ALL)

05.10 Brainstorming
09.00 — 15.00 Brainstorming of intervention (GROUP)
15.00 — 17.00 Presentation of proposals (ALL)

06.10 Focus
09.00 - 17.00 Development of intervention (GROUP)

07.10 Presentation
14.00 — 19.00 Presentation and review of projects (ALL)

08.10 Evaluation
11.00 — 12.00 Evaluation of projects (Henrik Vakeur and faculty)
13.00 - 14.00 Prizes (ALL)

Site

The site is a mixed urban and rural area located outside the planned city of
Chandigarh. It is divided by an elevated railway track. On one side of the
railway is a technology park, a shopping mall and provisional housing for
migrant workers, and on the other side is a village, informal settlements and
some agricultural land.

The village, the Indira Colony, was constructed some 20 years ago for
people who were working in Chandigarh but couldn’t find housing there.
It consists of traditional courtyard housing with each courtyard serving 12
dwellings.

Even before the village was constructed slum dwellers had settled in this
area and continue to live there till this day.

Construction of the Rajiv Gandhi Technology Park began in 2004. Before
that the area was a forest land which included a dumping ground, a
vegetable market, a play ground for kids and other facilities for the villagers.

The migrant workers are temporarily accommodated within the technology
park, close to the construction sites on which they work.

Courtyard housing in the village
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People

Architecture is about a lot of things, but it is primarily about people. Some of
the people in the area are:

The kids who are smiling ... even if they are living in slum.



Results

Understanding

An important finding of this workshop was the biased perceptions and
misconceptions between the different groups of people living and working in
the area. The “global people” would see the “local people” as uneducated,
bad mannered and without any useful skills while the “local people” would
see the “global people” as arrogant and uncaring.

The problems of informal settlements are common in Indian cities, but the
juxtaposition of a brand new technology park makes these problems stand
out even more. The settlements inhabited by slum dwellers and migrant
workers constitute a buffer zone between the locals and the globals, along
the elevated railroad track, which also acts as a physical barrier.

IT companies, such as Infosys, provide their employees with all the
necessary facilities inside a fenced and guarded compound. During work
hours employees only come outside the complex to smoke, have a cup
of tea or grab something to eat in the primitive food stalls set up by local
villagers. These are among the only existing points of social interaction
between the two “worlds”, though some of the young white collar workers
have also found accommodation in the village.

In the village unemployment is epidemic, especially amongst women. The
spillover effects from the new technology park have been minimal, though
some new service jobs have been created.

The planning of the village, especially the courtyard housing, seem quite
sensible, but the traffic congestion, litter and the illegal use of buildings for
commercial use and unauthorized vertical extensions suggest otherwise. It
is clear that people don’t use architecture the way they were supposed to.
Is that because people don’ understand the architects or is it because the
architects don’t understand the people?

Interventions

Proposals for interventions include small service stations providing both
practical facilities and educational information, for instance education on
hygiene combined with a shower and toilet facilities for the slum dwellers.
White collar workers in the IT industry, who want a breakaway from the
monotonous routine inside their compound, might help running such a
“station” in their breaks.

Other proposals include vocational training, for instance in traditional
handicraft, which could be taught by women from the village to white
collar workers in the technology park, or training in new information and
communication technologies, which could be taught by the white collar
workers to the women from the village.

Interaction could also be enabled through health and body care, including
yoga and meditation, but also through sports events.

Local food cycles could be established in which slum dwellers are employed
to collect organic waste and grow food, while the villagers prepare and sell
the food to white collar and migrant workers.

Street-art could be used to create interaction and a feeling of continuity
between the two “worlds”, while landscaping and physical structures, such
as flyovers and underpasses, could ensure actual physical connection.

Maybe the different people could even be living together in flexible new and
mixed-used housing.



Group 1 [1st prize] Does the global meet the local??

“THE COLONY PEOPLE LACK CIVIC SENSE... INCIDENTS OF THEFTS AND VANDALISM”

“There haven't been any benefits; its existence is of no
significance to us....

“There has be an increase in the rents and land prices
due to the upcoming of I.T. Park”

If things are left as it is....what is the future?!?! t1c Global world The Local World
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Group 1 [1st prize] Does the global meet the local??

NEED FOR INTERACTING
SPACES

WHAT THEY HAVE?.... WHAT THEY NEED?.... WHAT THEY WANT?

Why not develop these EXISTING INTERACTIVE SPACES and also CREATE NEW ONES.

Points of INTERACTION:-
1. Interactive spaces spread throughout the site.
2. Each point caters of a specific subject.
3. Location based on demant and necessity

i



Group 1 [1st prize] SYMBIOSES

VOCATION HYGIENE
Regular vocational An organization funded by
classes multi-nationionals

Exhibition spaces Better living conditions



Group 1 [1st prize] SYMBIOSES

HEALTH

Relocation of the existing dis-
pensary, better infrastructure

TREATMENT AR EA

MEDIIN E
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A SPACETO
EDUCATE THE
YOUNG
MINDS

R NiGHT .

A BREAKOUT for the I.T Em-
ployees

Economic exchange: employ-
ment for the locals




Group 2

Prior to the construction of the IT city, the site served as garbage dump and a
part of it served as a vegetable market for the colony. But now since there is
no space for one, there is litter all around. Secondly due to the |.T. Park
located here the prices around this colony have suddenly hiked.

Many have taken up jobs in the housekeeping departments in the offices as
sweepers and chefs. Some work as drivers for the officials. Furthermore some
have changed their previous professions discovering other opportunities.
Rajbir (age 36) who was originally a vegetable seller has now become an auto
rickshaw driver, finding a demand for public transport here. Other than
employment, IT has also provided the colony with tenants. Many IT Park
workers have taken up houses in the colony for rent. Ratna a resident of the
colony says “ We have given our second floor out for rent, this provides us
additional income”.

There is a problem of water shortage in the colony. If this water is used only
for the daily needs of the colony, then collected and recycled and further used
for irrigation purposes it will solve the problems of scarcity of water.

When there is continuous water supply then seasonal crop can be grown.
Organic farming is a very healthy option as the crops are grown sans the
fertilizers. This will create a consistent supply of food which can further be
sold by the localites. For this they need a market area to set up their shops,
since the place for their earlier vegetable market was taken up by the IT Park
buildings. Once this market becomes regular for the employ's there is assured
interaction between both the parties.

Recycling the inorganic waste of the colony provides a partial solution. For the
organic wastes of the colony and the waste produced by the vegetable
market, we propose a bio-gas plant.

13



The Green Interaction- From Barrier To Bridge Group 3 [2nd prize]

There exists an unused buffer area between the Chan-
digarh IT park and Indira colony just at the back of it.
The task in front of us is to tie an architectural knot be-
tween two economically, socially and culturally, as a
whole entirely diverse entities- the IT and the SLUM.

w7

We have tried to achieve the state of Horizon socially.

Experiencing the site physically, we realized that major-
ity of the problems are same as it could have been in
case of any other informal settlement at the outskirts of

a city. The peculiarity of this case is the presence of the
IT sector and its effect.

The streets play a very important role as an interaction
space

1. Being misused as parking

2. Used as a short cut access to the IT Park by the people
3. Heavy traffic interferes in the interaction and leads to ~L e SRy
accidents. N = AN
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The Green Interaction- From Barrier To Bridge Group 3 [2nd prize]

As we got to know from the localities, the land where
the IT Park is situated at present was earlier a dense
green area, thus serving as a community space for
holding wedding ceremonies and other functions, as
well as playing ground for the children.

Lack of education- resulting in lesser awareness

An idle mind is a devil’s workshop-

Youngsters ending up into drug addiction and mugging
activities

To find a way out, of this bunch of problems inter-
action is taken as the key equipment. Interaction
-increases civic sense

-widens the horizon

-enhances employment

-reduces the social differences due to economic
and cultural diversity.

-creates awareness, thus leading to developm%nt




Group 3 [2nd prize]

state of fusion through green.

IT Park is highly comfortable

e working there will have no
teract with the colony people.
S to be provided which will
eir monotonous, technical lives.
as a source of learning and

To

The railway track existi
as a complete barrier be






Group 4

Development should not be discriminatory. It is ironical how at the end of the
cramped dirty streets lie the shiny new buildings.

It is not always economically viable to eat at the cafeterias and food courts
every day . Moreover a variety in choice is always welcome.

Food connects one and all, be it a slum dweller or a high income employee.
We thus aim at starting a food square near the railway crossing as it is
accessible to both the segments of society. The food square shall work on 3
tier system:

Production (vegetables and cooked food). The land on both sides of the
railway line shall be used for farming of vegetables under an organized
cooperative society. The slum dwellers shall work on daily wages in the fields.
The produce shall be handed over for sale at the cooperative’s kiosk in the
food square. Hence, ready influx of fresh vegetables is created at cheaper
prices for the food square and its allied services.

We propose to start a Tiffin service that shall cater to the IT park employees.
The housewives shall supply standardized home cooked food and shall be
paid for the same. The prepared meals shall be collected by delivery boys
from the door step.

Sale and delivery -The raw materials thus available shall be consumed within
the square, hence reducing transportation costs. Sale points shall be set up in
the square that shall be open 24hours and provide a hygienic environment to

sit and savour the food at affordable prices. This arrangement also promotes

interaction between the two classes.

Disposal-One of the major concerns related with an eating joint is the disposal
of perishable garbage. We suggest digging of compost pits on farther end of
the field. This will not only combat the problem of waste management but also
replenish the soil with nutrients. the basic need of each person — food.

The economic line can also be diminished by uplifting the financial status of
the residents of the colonies and settlements. The rise in criminal activity
around the unmanned railway crossing can also be resolved as the food
square proposed will be functional throughout the day.

18



Group 5

The motive behind our planning is to make the basic amenities available to
the people at a convenient distance and price simultaneously giving it a
vernacular look.

One of the problems faced by the residents of Indira colony, especially the
women in the house, is that they can’t work, At the other end, the technocrats
have all the facilities they need located inside their company buildings itself.
But they miss out on the fresh hot Indian food served at lower prices than the
food court. An interactive space should cater to all such problems, benefitting
both the classes.

A local eating joint is proposed in the vicinity, which will be managed by the
residents of indira colony. This will provide the IT crowd with hot and cost
effective food.

A vocational training centre for the not-so educated in the colony, is also
proposed, thereby providing employment for the same.

A créche is also proposed in the nearby area. This will help the technocrats to
manage their young children easily without having any second thoughts
regarding their safety.

19



Group 6

The less educated people from the colony have been employed as security
guards and in the house keeping department of the industries . But these
people get employed by the contractors and hence have faced social
problems of betrayal, corruption and alike. So there is no direct interaction
between the two societies.

Another problem was the unavailability of higher education as the local
government school is only till 8th class and the students have to move out for
further education or some prefer to drop out as they cannot afford the high
costs for studying further.

Looking at the sophisticated lifestyles of the people working at the IT sector
the people of the colony may get inspired. The civic sense may improve
exponentially. It has also helped financially as the land rates have gone up
and there are more people demanding to stay on rent because of the
proximity of the colony to the company.

Group 6 [3rd prize]

The development of an IT vocational school will promote the educational
development in the area.The main emphasis of this proposal is on the
employment of the local people which can be one of the major means of
interaction among global i.e. the IT sector and the locals . The IT training and
vocational school will provide an informal and intimate interaction which will
prove beneficial for both the societies. The funds will come from the IT sector
only and paying stipend will keep the process going. The centre will result in
the development of civic sense , hygiene ,education. The landscaped spaces
act as a platform for interaction and the teachers from the IT and students
from both the areas can have required interaction.

Therefore ,within a vernacular-intensive-global-extensive setting . there is a
much needed interaction among the people interaction among the people.

20



Group 7

Bashisht Sharma of the Indira colony says, “Both the worlds are completely
different. They (referring to the people working at the IT Park) will not like our
homes and our way of living.” This marked barrier between the two is a major
issue. This psychological hurdle keeps the two from interacting.

The grueling world of IT industry presents a hectic schedule .There is a gross
necessity for activities outside their office hours. Such activities are also
required for the residents of the Indira Colony. The life style and economy of
these people don't allow for leisurely pursuits and for them to carry out
constructive endeavors. One lacks time and the other opportunities. The big
picture suggests that the needs of one can be fulfilled by the other.

And hence, we propose to create recreational spaces which would cater to
both the communities alike. For the people working at the IT Park this area
would work for relaxation and sports. At the same time providing opportunities
for employment and civic awareness to the people of the colony. Pockets of
landscaped area would be provided for friendly games and various interactive
sports.

The recreation areas mainly focus on games.

Games have been suggested since ages as a means of constructive
interaction and fitness.

The pockets of landscaped area and areas designated for the use as sports
courts could be maintained by the residents of the Indira Colony.

Courts for various ball games

Food court

The proposed site

landscaped area

21



Group 8

Before the IT sector took up the area on the south of the rail road, the
residents of the Indira colony faced quite a few problems:

L]

Due to the presence of jungle area it became a garbage dump ,causing
the polluted air to enter the colony due to the wind direction.

The presence of ‘chappars’-small water bodies, led to death of some
residents and their cattle.

Unemployment.

The management was least bothered and hardly any importance was
given to this colony.

The colony was cut off in terms of vehicular approach earlier.

Scenario of the colony after the budding of the IT sector changed drastically
leading to the betterment of this colony as it came under the scan of the
government , its interaction with the IT led to the following developments:

"« & = 8 @

Cleaner environment and surroundings.

Employment increased by 10%.

Property/land rates shot up.

The renting of rooms is a common practice (also a source of income).
Pouring in of drug peddlers.

Our main aim is to provide a purposeful space and ambience for the
harmonious co-existence of these two parts of the society. By creating an
individual space with its own identity we aim at making a space that attracts
people from both these areas rather than causing hesitation.

The location that we've chosen is currently being utilized as an open smoking
zone by the IT professionals. This, for them is a way to reduce stress caused
by the pressure of work.

The inhabitants of the Indira colony on the other hand are separated from this
part of world by the mental barrier created by modernization. The problem of
narcotics is a major issue of concern in the Indira colony. It has risen due to
lack of education and inset of modernization.

We plan to provide a space for waste management which includes a vermi-
compost plant and best out of waste workshop for the kids of the Indira
colony. This will help them earn an extra buck while keeping the colony clean.
The manure generated from this vermi-compost plant can cater to the manure
needs of this area and can also be another source of income to help sponsor
the area.




Group 9

The lack of interaction between the two spaces (due to lack of common
spaces) acts as a great barrier for development. The village is taken as a spoil
spot in the whole hub and probably in the years to come they will be shifted
somewhere else to acquire the land for further development of the IT park.

Further, the colony was merely constructed to house the people earlier living
in temporary settlements. And not developed as a proper residential area.
Thus the roads were made accordingly, and not to adjust the traffic coming
due to the development of the IT sector,. which is now causing a problem to
the residents. The roads before used by children as play area are no longer
safe for them. Parks are not maintained. A natural healthy environment is
lacking.

Keeping in mind the problem of interaction and contact between the two
different communities, we would like to propose the idea of a housing complex
that caters to:

The high density population of the low income group. And the percentage of
the IT professionals aged below 30 yrs.

As the population of the Indira colony is increasing and they have no other
option to expand, the residents of the Indira colony will have a tendency to
move to the housing complex as it provides better living conditions to the
people.

The younger section of the IT professionals that the project targets are mostly
singles who stay in rented apartments in the city away from their work place.
Their need can be catered by the housing itself. The rent collected could be
used for development of local people.

The initial construction can provide occupation to the labourers. The IT
professionals can be benefited by the labour class as they provide domestic
help.

The housing gives rise to certain communal spaces that enhance interaction
between the two sections.

23



Group 10

During the first stage of understanding the problem we observed that both the
entities are different worlds separated physically as well as functionally. One
is purely commerce driven and the other by social evolution and growth. We
observed isolation of both, introvert nature and absence of buffer or social
space like street or plaza which is life of any settlement whatever the scale is.

~—i
3

i SETTLEMENT

So, our intervention is introduction of an “ART STREET" which is a bold
element serving as a bridge and stretched across the two in continuity.

In this street we have to blend function, art and culture which results in a win-
win situation for both the IT park and informal settlement dwellers. NEW
MEDIA can be very useful in this case as it is very relevant with IT sector and
will also give exposure to dwellers. IT companies can advertise and exhibit
about their new technologies and products. It will also create awareness about
IT sector and will give the local people exposure about contemporary global
practices which will in turn broaden their perspective.

We can promote the regional art and culture in a new way with interactive and
expressive elements in this street treated with new media. Structures will be
flexible and portable for catering functions of different types and scales.

It will increase participation of regional dwellers and their interaction with IT
park people as well as boost economy of this settlement. NEW and
VERNACULAR MEDIA will provide the most important thing KNOWLEDGE to
the locals.

24



Group 11

It's a global fact, that the RICH is getting RICHER, and the POOR is getting
POORER. And the gap has widened so much that it will take a mammoth task
to bridge it.

Its not that the Govt. isn’t doing anything for the poor. It has taken a number of
initiatives to uplift their condition, like provided them with housing, food, etc.
But why aren't the things working out???

And the most obvious answer would be EDUCATION and AWARENESS.

Our main MOTTO should be to PROMOTE LEARNING in the first place rather
than anything else. Education is the most effective tool that can really uplift
the lower strata of the society and that would enable them to respect the
initiatives that are taken for them.

Not only the poor, but even the |.T. Professionals have a lot to learn from the
people of the colony, their culture, values, ethics and above all their liveliness.

Group 11 [3rd prize]

We plan to set up an EDUCATIONAL CENTRES which will be a temporary
settlement rather than a permanent structure. And that would cater to different
needs at different times of the day.

The place can be used by the people in the morning to perform YOGA, read
newspapers. Then we can get the children to study here. In the night, when
the workers are back from their workplace, they can be asked to come here
and learn.

And during the afternoon, when the |.T. professionals need a breather and
take a break from their routine, they can come out to the temporary Kiosks
where the women from the colony would come and prepare snacks and tea
for them. Thus it becomes a relaxation space for the |.T. Professionals and a
source of income for the people of the colony. And promoting interaction too.
On the long run, we can even plan cultural events that would further enhance
the 2 groups.

25



Group 12

“Health depends on a state of equilibrium among the various factors that
govern the operations of the body and the mind.; this state of equilibrium in
turn is reached only when man lives in harmony with his external
environment.”

Hippocrates

From time immemorial man has been working towards the multi-dimensional
growth of its species and others too. It is his right therefore to be healthy and
lead a good quality life.

Overall objective is to improve health, health care and quality of life.
Would be a place which would provide necessary health services to the IT
professionals stressed with their robotic life as well as provide a new

dimension to the migrant labourers consequently improving their quality of life.

ECONOMY would be affected and direct benefits are expected for the
economically weaker section of the society. The services would be provided
by them and hence a symbiotic relationship can be established.

We propose a unit cohesion, which would cater to the needs of people
involved directly or indirectly. Intertwined ramps and a health spa catering to
both sides of the railway track.

The cohesion will not only be space which will accommodate for recreation
and also serve their mind and soul, but will ensure better healthy environment
for the inhabitants on either side of the track.

26



Going to the site Making an argument

Conducting interviews bof - il =_‘ e Thinking
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s an architect, I have studied Le
Corbusier and Chandigarh but see-
ing this city has left me awestruck,”
* says Henrik Valeur, a Danish architect, crit-

ic, curator, thinker and writer, In the city
to be part of Le Corbusier Day celebrations
at Chandigarh College of Architecture-12
on Saturday, Henrik cannot get over the
way the city enjoys perfect harmony
between the concrete and ecology.
“I have nowhere seen anything as beau-
tiful as this. The only city I can compare
Chandigarh with probably Brasilia, capital
of Brazil. Both are Jogical, modemn capitals
but the greenery that Chandigarh is miss-
ing from Brasilia," shares Henrik.
Recipient of prestigious Golden Lion
Award of the Venice Biennale (2006), on
Sustainable Urban Develop in China,
Henrk says one
should brace devel-
opment as a friend.
On the issue of
ever-grow in E
Chandigarh versus retaining the basic,
Henrik says, “Cities are meant for devel-
opment. Be it social, economic, cultural or
academic. More and more people would
come fo cities, something one cannot
changie.” As for solutions, he suggests, “Let
a few selected sectors be the testing
ground. One can try making it a high-den-
sity, pedestrian friendly, mixed use and
social integrator. The plans that are suc-
cessful here can be used as a model.”
Another admirer of Le Corbusier, Toma-
50 Villa, an Italian architect working with
Massimiliano Fuksas, one of the world's

- most sought-after architects, Tomaso

shares, “ The sheer volume and magnitude
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him a league of his own. Computers have
made our work much easier today. We just
need to have half a plan, the rest comput-
er helps you complete it. But what Cor-
busier did at that time without any
machine help is indeed remarkable,”
Toamso says.

On Chandigarh, Tomaso says, “The very
straight crossings make Chandigarh
unusual and in marked contrast with
maost of European cities.” A bike trip with
Pradep K Bhagat only left him mes-
merised. “1 kept asking him where is the
city centre and he said ‘this is it’. | haven't
seen such a green city centre ever.”

The Corbusier celebrations had a beau-
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versity of Columbia. This prince of Ram-
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